
Spanish 3312: “Pedagogical Issues in Spanish” 
 

This course is required of (and enrollment-limited to) all students seeking 

Elementary Certification in Bilingual Education. The course is oriented towards 

what such students need to know in the teaching positions they will shortly fill. 

 

Fall 2016. Tuesday/Thursday 4:30-5:50 p.m. LART-207. CRNs: LING 
18102; SPAN 17134. Richard Teschner, Professor Emeritus, Department of 
Languages and Linguistics. Office: Liberal Arts (LART) 118. Office phone: 
915.747.7032. Email: teschner@utep.edu Office hours: TR 4:00-4:25 p.m. and 
5:55-6:25 p.m. Other times by appointment.  
 

Textbook: Teschner, Richard V. El acento escrito y la estructura del español 
(EAE). 126 pp. Available only at UTEP Print Shop, Carl Hertzog Building, on 
Wiggins just south of the Library. Textbook costs $12 which includes the tax. 
 

COURSE PREREQUISITE: Direct placement (via UTEP’s “Spanish 
Placement Test”) into “any third-year course [33xx],” or else a passing grade 
in SPAN 2304 or SPAN 2302 (at UTEP or transferred from elsewhere). 
 

DETERMINATION OF COURSE GRADE; EXTRA CREDIT FOR 

(NEAR) PERFECT IN-SEAT PRESENCE: Each of the three exams is 
worth 25% of the course grade; the remaining 25% comes from your MEB 

Report (see below). The only extra credit is for in-seat presence at the start 

and the end of every class. Here's how the extra credit works: I take roll at 
the very beginning and again at the very end of each class period. All students 
who are present at each roll-taking from Tues., Aug. 30 through Thurs., Dec. 
1—the last day the class actually meets—will have four extra points added to 
their course grade. (So if your end-of-semester grade-point average is 86, a 'B', 
those four extra points will raise that average to a 90, an 'A'.) “Present” means 
that your body is physically seated—in the seat of the desk I assigned you—at 
the time when I take roll. All students absent at one-roll-taking receive three 
extra points; those absent at two roll-takings receive two extra points; those 
absent at three roll-takings receive one extra point; those absent at four or more 

roll-takings receive no extra points. (But note that I never subtract points for 
absences.) If you miss the entire class period—and that includes exam days—
you lose two extra-credit points, one for the beginning of the class and one for 

the end. There is no "excused" non-receipt of extra points for any reason 
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whatsoever. Your body is either seated at its assigned desk or it is not. 
 

DECIMAL GRADING (valid for all exams and the MEB report): A = 100-
90; B = 89.99-80; C = 79.99-70; D = 69.99-60; F = 59.99-0. A specific point 
value is assigned each exam component, the sum of whose points always totals 

100. Exams/course grades are never curved. If you wish to challenge the way 

I graded your exam, you must present your challenge after I have returned the 
exams, immediately after the class has been dismissed and before I actually 
leave the classroom. I do not accept challenges subsequently. 
 

EXAM FORMAT, EXAM POLICIES: The three exams are multiple choice. 
Please bring to each exam a pencil plus correction fluid or correction tape. I 
supply the Scantron sheets. (See the COURSE CALENDAR, below, for the 
date of each exam's administration.) Exams are always returned the next class 

day. No one may start writing an exam more than halfway into the period, 

i.e., from 5:11 p.m. onward. (See “Policy on Missing Exams,” just below.) 
 

POLICY ON MISSING EXAMS: If you do not take any one of the three 
exams when assigned (see COURSE CALENDAR), you have until 80 minutes 
before the next class meeting to make it up. (Under no circumstances can you 
take the exam in advance of the scheduled time.) It is your responsibility to 
talk to me about scheduling the make-up exam. If I am not in my office, you 
must email me or phone me; if I don’t pick up the phone you must leave a 
voicemail message. The make-up exam is given at my convenience. If you do 
not make up the missed exam by the agreed-upon time, you get a zero on it. 
This zero is averaged into your course grade. Note that by "any one of the three 

exams" I mean one exam only. If you don't show up on time for the other two 
exams, there are no circumstances under which I will allow a make-up; you 
take your zero. And a missed exam indeed counts as a missed class day for 
purposes of determining whether I drop you. A missed exam also counts as 
two non-in-seats for the purpose of determining extra credit points. 
 

MEB Report (“Mi educación bilingüe”). Twenty-five percent of your course 
grade will come from the MEB, due between 4-5 p.m., the first hour of the 
time that is scheduled for the final exam on Tuesday, Dec. 6 in our classroom. 
(There is no final exam in this course.) During the last two days of class (Nov. 
29, Dec. 1) you may present an oral summary of your MEB Report if you wish 
to do so. However, everyone must turn in a written MEB Report. 



I want a double-spaced typed manuscript that runs from between 1,000 to 
1,500 words (i.e., no fewer than 1,000 words and no more than 1,500). The 
manuscript, written in Spanish, will be graded for spelling, grammar and style 
as well as content. Your MEB Report is just that: a report on how you became 
(or are still becoming) bilingual in English and Spanish, inside school and out. 
 

LANGUAGE THIS COURSE IS TAUGHT IN: Entirely in Spanish. (So 
why is this syllabus in English? Students protesting course grades must do so 
before a committee that consists primarily or exclusively of persons from other 
departments and other colleges, most of whom know little or no Spanish.) 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR THIS COURSE: I drop you immediately 

upon your fifth absence, on the day when that absence occurs, at any time 
from Tues., Aug. 30 through Thurs., Oct. 27, i.e., between the start of our 
third class day (Tues., Aug. 30, the first day our class meets after the Fri., Aug. 
26 end of late registration) and the class day (Thurs., Oct. 27) before the last 

day when students can officially drop (Fri., Oct. 28). You are permitted four 

absences between Tues., Aug. 30 and Thurs., Oct. 27 inclusive. I drop you 
whenever your fifth absence occurs, including that period's last class (Thurs., 
Oct. 27). The four permitted absences equal 22.22% of the eighteen class days 
for the time period. Being allowed to miss that many classes is extremely 

liberal, so there are no exceptions whatsoever to this policy for any reason 

at all. After the last day for drops, you may miss as often as you wish. 
However, 46 years in this profession have taught me that it's dangerous to miss 
even one class at any time during the semester, for much of what I say in class 
supplements or complements the book, and it is also the case that exercises are 
done in class, not collected as homework, so you can only get their answers if 
you’re present. (LING/SPAN 3312 meets for a total of 29 eighty-minute 
sessions; this equals 2,320 minutes' worth of class time including exams.) 
 

FAILURE TO OWN AND BRING THE BOOK:  By the start of Week 
Four’s first class (Tues., Sept. 13), each of you must have bought and be 
bringing to class a copy of our $12 textbook that is yours and not shared. If 
not, I drop you when that class period ends. If you do not attend class that day 
but do attend without the materials the following day or the next day or 
whenever, I will drop you then. And in keeping with the fact that the university 
officially allows faculty to drop students for “lack of effort,” I will also drop 
you on the sixth occasion that you attend the class without the textbook. 



ALPHABETICAL SEAT ASSIGNMENTS: I arrange seating alphabetically 
to learn your names quickly and to take roll fast. A seating chart will be passed 
out on the first day the class meets and will be revised later if necessary. 
Persons not sitting in their assigned seats will be counted absent. 
 

ARRIVING LATE TO CLASS: By arriving late you don't disrupt me—only 
your fellow students. Don’t apologize or ask permission to enter, as apologies 
and permissions themselves are disruptive. Just go to your assigned seat. 
 

AUDITING: UTEP’s policy: “Submit a completed and signed Audit 
Registration form for each course you want to audit to the Registration & 
Records office after classes have begun and prior to the Census Day [Wed., 
Sept. 7] of the course’s term. No grades will be provided, and no credit will be 
awarded for audited courses. The extent of class participation is at the 
discretion of the instructor.”  My own “discretion” is this: “audit” derives from 
the Latin audire, 'to hear', and that is the sole privilege my auditors enjoy: they 
have the right to attend class and listen to what is said. They do not have the 
right, during class time, to ask questions, to comment, to interact formally with 
other students, etc. Nor do auditors have the right to take exams or request 
copies. Auditors are assigned seats in the back of the room. 
 

VISITING: None is allowed, by anyone, at any time, for any reason.  
 

STUDENTS WITH ISSUES: If you have any physical or learning issues 
involving vision, hearing, etc., please report them to me, for if you don't, I 
won’t know what to do about them. In order for me to act on an issue, it must 
be registered with and confirmed by the Center for Accommodations and 
Support Services (CASS), Union East 106, 747.5148. You must show the 
CASS’s paperwork to me. I will keep a copy of it. 
 

FALL 2016 COURSE CALENDAR 

month 
Week Date  Assignment in textbook (EAE) or other activity 
 

August 
1st  23  Introduction to the course. Use seating chart to change seats. 
 25  EAE Chapter One (“El silabeo, la acentuación tónica y la  



   acentuación ortográfica”), pp. 2-8, ej. 1.1. 

(Friday, August 26 is the last day for late registration.)   
 

2nd  30  EAE, pp. 8-15, ej. 1.2. (Absences, extra credit officially 

start counting today.) 

September  
 1  EAE pp. 15-21, ejs. 1.3. A, B. 
 
3rd 6  EAE pp. 21-24, ejs. 1.3. C, D. 
 8  EAE pp. 24-28.  
 

4th  13  EAE pp. 29-33, ej. 1.4. (By now you must be bringing 

your own copy of the textbook to class. If not, I'll drop you today or 

whenever you first attend without it.) 
 15  EAE pp. 33-36, ejs. 1.5, 1.6. 
 

5th  20  ****First exam: EAE’s Chapter One (pp. 2-36). 
 22  EAE Chapter Two (“El enunciado, la oración y la cláusula”), 
   pp. 38-39, ej. 2.1. 
 
6th  27  EAE pp. 39-44, ejs. 2.2, 2.3.  
 29  EAE pp. 44-48, ejs. 2.4, 2.5. 
 

October 
7th  4  EAE pp. 48-56, ej. 2.6. 
 6  EAE pp. 57-60, ejs. 2.7, 2.8. 
 
8th  11  EAE pp. 60-65, ejs. 2.9, 2.10, 2.11. 
 13  EAE pp. 65-66, ej. 2.12. 

 

9th  18  ****Second exam: EAE Chapter Two (pp. 38-66) plus some 

material from the exam on Chapter One. 
 20  EAE Chapter Three (“La morfología del verbo español”),  
   pp. 67-70, ej. 3.1.   

    
10th  25  EAE pp. 71-76, ejs. 3.2, 3.3. 
 27  EAE pp. 76-87, ejs. 3.4, 3.5, 3.6. 

Friday, October 28 is the last day to drop UTEP classes. 



November 
11th  1  EAE pp. 88-100, ej. 3.7. 
 3  EAE pp. 100-103, ej. 3.8. 
 
12th  8  EAE pp. 103-111, ejs. 3.9, 3.10. 
 10  EAE pp. 112-115, ejs. 3.11, 3.12. 
 
13th  15  EAE pp. 115-122, ejs. 3.13, 3.14. 
 17  EAE pp. 122-126, ejs. 3.15, 3.16. 
 

14th    24  ****Third exam: EAE’s Chapter Three (pp. 67-126). 
   Today I give you a copy of the MEB Question Sheet, which 
you’ll use as a guide when preparing your own MEB Report. (Remember: Oral 
presentations are optional but the written MEB Report is mandatory. Each 
student must turn in a written MEB Report as indicated below.) 

 [24  No classes, as today is Thanksgiving.] 
 

December 
15th  1  MEB oral presentations. 
 3  MEB oral presentations.  
 

Tuesday, December 8: Between 4-5 p.m.—and in our classroom—you give 

me the print-out of your MEB REPORT and then leave. The Report must 

be double-spaced. I will be in the classroom from 4-5 p.m. to receive your 

MEB Reports, which must be handed to me in person. Any MEB Report 

not given to me by you or by someone serving as your proxy between 4-5 

p.m. on Tues., Dec. 6 earns an automatic zero, effective 5 p.m. that day.  
 

RETRIEVING YOUR FIELD REPORT: I’ll mail you your evaluated and 

graded MEB report if you give me a self-addressed envelope (SASE) with two 

first-class stamps on it when you turn the report in. Otherwise you must wait 
until the first week of Spring 2017 classes to pick it up in my office. 

 

RECEIVING YOUR COURSE GRADE EARLY: I do not give out grades 
over the phone, by email, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or any other electronic 
social medium, or in person. If you want your grade early, give me a SASE—
see just above—when you turn in your field report. Course grades are available 
on the UTEP website from early a.m. Monday, December 19 onward. 



DISCUSSING AND/OR PROTESTING YOUR COURSE GRADE: You 
have 365 days in which to lodge a protest after the day (Dec. 14, 2016) when 
UTEP’s Fall Semester’s grades are due; if you wait any longer, you lose that 
right. To protest, see me; if not satisfied, see the chair of the Department of 
Languages and Linguistics in LART 137; if still not satisfied, see the Student 
Welfare and Grievance Committee (Bell 315) and/or the Office of the Dean of 
Students (Union East, 301). 


